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Changing the way we live
The development agency, Similan Consult, is shifting the way  
South Africans view low-cost housing

By Nicky Manson

affordable residential estates to previously 
unheard of levels of quality have been 
recognised – not only by the thousands of 
happy residents at Similan developments, 
but also by the South African Housing 
Foundation, which awarded the Housing 
Project of the Year 2014 award to Karino 
Lifestyle Estate outside Nelspruit.

“We’ve created an unlikely pair of 
housemates: affordability and top quality,” says 
Spies, who established Similan Consult in 2010. 

Similan Consult is responsible for a number 
of award-winning community estates. In 
addition to focusing on residential 
developments, the company also acts as 
project managers and as development 
consultants. The residential developments 
that Similan conceives, develops and 
manages are all conveniently located, 
attractive, secure, tastefully finished and well 
maintained. More importantly, they are within 
easy financial reach of first-time homebuyers.

The Karino Lifestyle Estate is such a place. 
One of the safest, and most affordable estates in 
South Africa, it is located in Nelspruit, in the 
warm province of Mpumalanga. Home to more 
than 1 600 residents, the estate boasts an array 
of homes and apartments with an option to rent 
or buy. Currently only 13 of the 576 homes that 
went on sale are still available for purchase. 

More and more people in South Africa 
are choosing to live in security estates, 

investing in either freestanding or sectional 
title homes or even renting. The reasons are 
many. Security is an obvious one. 
Affordability, particularly for those in the 
lower-income markets, is another motivator. 
So is the growing social need to return to a 
more convivial community way of life. 
Associated with the security aspect and  
the societal reasons is the added benefit of 
living in a place where kids can run free  
in safety and parents can relax in  
park-like surroundings in the company of 
like-minded neighbours. 

Until recently, the expenses of creating 
such a desirable lifestyle had placed estate 
living out of reach of first-time homebuyers 
who aspire to a way of life that reflects their 
professional or educational status and their 
need for living in a place of which they can  
be proud. 

Not anymore. Challenging a status quo 
that had become synonymous with hastily 
built, sub-standard homes to cater for the 
burgeoning lower middle-class, Harold 
Spies of Similan Consult set out to prove 
that affordable need not mean shoddy. His 
questioning attitude and insistence on 
planning, building and managing 

“We’ve created an  

unlikely pair of housemates:  

affordability and top quality.”
Harold Spies 

Ingeniously, Karino was built in such a way 
that it can eventually become a satellite town of 
Nelspruit. Already its residents enjoy access to 
the Meridian Karino Private School, the 
Crossings Shopping Centre and other amenities. 
There is even a church on the property where 
Pastor Maseko of the Divine Praise Ministries 
preaches to a growing congregation.

The Karino Lifestyle Estate offers a sense of 
privacy and exclusivity. It provides living space 
away from the hustle and bustle of the suburbs 
with large open spaces and parks, which are 
kept pristine by the gardening staff. Resident’s 
children enjoy the swings and jungle gyms and 
the freedom of riding their bikes and scooters.  

At Karino, Harold Spies had two goals 
against which he would measure its success. 
“The first was to make sure the children 
living in Karino were safe and happy and the 
second was to make sure I’m proud enough 
of what we build that I want to show it to my 
friends and family. These personal goals 
became the driver behind what we now 
consider a solid investment.” 

With Karino Lifestyle Estate almost fully 
occupied, Similan has turned its expertise to 
developing Karino’s new neighbour, Summer 
Rain Private Estate. 

Set to follow in Karino’s footsteps, the new 
estate will offer a choice of rental (bachelor, two-
bedroom and three-bedroom apartments) and 
purchase options in a number of price brackets. 
Similar in design intent to its predecessor, park-
like spaces have been planned, and the layout of 
the estate offers visual variation and aesthetic 
appeal created by differences in height, building 
designs and wall colours. Summer Rain Estate is 
also conveniently close to Meridian Karino 
Private School and the new bus route. 

Selcourt Estate is Gauteng’s success story. 
Situated outside Springs, the estate’s 1 500 
new two- and three-bedroom houses and a 
variety of apartments, will soon provide 
secure living and a healthy lifestyle for 
homeowners in all income groups. 

A unique exploration park has been built at 
Selcourt. “The concept is to offer residents and 
their friends a safe haven where they can meet 
and mingle, play sport, or simply chill,” explains 
Spies. “The park is a leafy landscaped space of 
over one hectare and includes mazes, tunnels, 
specially designed jungle gyms and equipment  
which helps to improve children’s hand-eye  
co-ordination and develop their motor skills. 
Hoops, tennis courts and mini soccer fields 
complete the picture.”

The homes at Selcourt Estate are constructed 
in various designs and sizes, offering different 
exterior finishes such as multiple roof types, tile 
colours, a choice of wall colours, and quality 
fittings. Particular attention has been paid to the 
layout of the estate. The homes have been 
positioned to take maximum advantage of the 
natural features of the site and are oriented for 
optimal energy efficiency. They comply 100% 
with the latest energy specifications of SANS 
10400-X. The layout features circular streets and 
culs-de-sac, creating pockets of communities.

It is clear that Similan Consult has not only 
addressed South Africa’s shortage of 
accommodation but has also challenged the 
norm of entry-level housing in which “affordable” 
invariably equates to “second rate”. 
Rather than building as many 

houses as possible in as little space as is 
economically feasible, Harold Spies and his team 
have focused on aspects such as efficient energy 
usage, quality finishes, and the creation of 
surroundings that are not merely functional, but 
conducive to healthy community development 
and leisure activities.

ABOVE & BELOW These affordable luxury Estates is a 
solution for many families and singles – giving them 
access to quality homes in their income bracket.
BOTTOM Selcourt Estate launched its show village 
in 2014 showcasing its Luxury and Estate homes. 
With this variety it’s evident Selcourt is perfect 
for  people wanting to climb the property ladder.

THIS PICTURE  
The Summer Rain Private Estate bachelors 
apartment is perfect for young professionals.

BELOW Harold Spies, developer of Similan Consult
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